Life of Pi 

LITERATURE CIRCLES

You will be studying Life of Pi in a collaborative way. As you work through the novel, you will assume roles and responsibilities to help better understand the text. There are three roles and themes you will explore: Psychology and Coping, Reason versus Belief, and The Concept of Truth. For each of the sections, you will assume one role from the list below and perform a task that will allow your group members to gain deeper understanding of the novel and the theme. You will present your task to your group for discussion on Literature Circle days.
	Section
	Chapters
	Lit. Circle Date
	Literary Theme

	One
	1-42
	March 10
	Reason versus Belief

	Two
	43-78
	March 14
	Psychology and Coping

	Three
	79-100
	March 25
	The Concept of Truth


Assemble into groups of 3-6 and complete the tasks below. 

Note: Group members may not choose the same role for the same section.  
For each section of the novel listed above, I will…

· Complete the assigned reading.
· Choose a role.
· Perform my role’s task for the assigned reading. 

· Complete the one page “Rationale & Reflection”.
· Create a relevant and intriguing discussion question through Screencast-o-matic so it can be watched by the entire group prior to the meeting, and people can think up some ideas. 
· Complete the self and peer evaluation.
· Polish my work for submission.
· Organize each group member’s role into one portfolio for submission. 
All submissions will be checked for completion on the Literature Circle date. After the Literature Circle performed on March 12th, organize your group members’ according to the novel sections 1-3, and submit them in 1 final group package on Monday, March 17th. You will be assessed on all three of your tasks in one rubric, so make sure a high quality of work is consistent for all three sections.)

	Section
	My Roles
	Literary Theme
	Due Date (send Video to Mr. Sultan)

	1-42
	
	Reason versus Belief
	

	43-78
	
	Psychology and Coping
	

	79-100
	
	The Concept of Truth
	


ROLES
Summarizer & Word Wizard

· Summarizer: Your job is to prepare a brief summary of today’s reading. Your group discussion will start with a 1-2 minute statement that covers the key points, main highlights, and general idea of the selected reading. Pay particular attention to points that illustrate the theme learned in class for this section of the novel. 
· Word Wizard: The words a writer chooses are an important ingredient of the author’s craft. Your job is to be on the lookout for words that have special meaning in today’s reading selection, or new words that you have learned for the first time.  Pay particular attention to words that trigger deeper understanding of the theme learned in class for this section of the novel.
· Create 1 question that will trigger a relevant and intriguing discussion among your group. The question should relate to your role and extend the knowledge you have given. 

Socratic Questioner

· Your job is to develop a list of questions that your group will discuss about this part of the book. Usually the best discussion questions come from your own thoughts, feelings and concerns as you read. You can list them during or after your reading. Don’t worry about the small details; your task is to help deepen your group members’ understanding and thinking about the ‘big ideas’ in the reading and to share critical opinions and reactions. Pay particular attention to questions that will trigger students’ thinking and generate relevant discussion around the theme learned in class for this section of the novel.
· Create 1 question that will trigger a relevant and intriguing discussion among your group. The question should relate to your role and extend the knowledge you have given. 

Connector

· Your job is to find connections between Life of Pi and the theme taught in class. Then, you will find a current event story that acts as a ‘real-world’ example of the connection you made. You will present these to your group to deepen their understanding of the novel, theme and our related human experience. 

· Create 1 question that will trigger a relevant and intriguing discussion among your group. The question should relate to your role and extend the knowledge you have given. 

Literary Luminary

· Your job is to locate a few special sections or quotations in the text for your group to talk over. The idea is to help people go back to some especially interesting, powerful, funny, puzzling or important sections of the reading and think about them more carefully. Also look for literary devices and elements of fiction. As you decide which passages are worth selecting, make a note of why you picked each one and consider some plans for how they could be shared. Remember, the purpose is to generate discussion relevant to the theme learned in class for this section of the novel. 
· Create 1 question that will trigger a relevant and intriguing discussion among your group. The question should relate to your role and extend the knowledge you have given. 

Researcher

· Your job is to dig up some background information on any relevant topic related to Life of Pi and connect it to the theme learned in class for this section of the novel. See the graphic organizer below for a list of suggested research options.

· Create 1 question that will trigger a relevant and intriguing discussion among your group. The question should relate to your role and extend the knowledge you have given. 

Illustrator

· Good readers make pictures in their minds as they read. This is a chance to share some of your own images and visions. Draw some kind of picture related to the reading you have just done. It can be a sketch, cartoon, diagram, flowchart, etc. You can draw a picture of something that happened in your book, or something that the reading reminded you of, or a picture that conveys any idea or feeling you got from the reading.  Purposefully illustrate the theme learned in class for this section of the novel and its connection to Life of Pi.
· Create 1 question that will trigger a relevant and intriguing discussion among your group. The question should relate to your role and extend the knowledge you have given. 

RATIONALE & REFLECTION
Answer the reflection questions below (one-page, double-spaced, typed, paragraph form). 
· What particular aspects of the novel and theme did you target? Why did you intentionally choose to focus on this/these area(s)? Explain how your selection allowed you to understand the novel and theme more deeply. In other words, justify the choices you made. 
· Identify some challenges you faced when completing your role. Outline points of advice for someone who will complete this role in the future. 
· Identify the topics that were generated in the Literature Circle discussion as a result of presenting your knowledge and question to the group.  
· Use the space below to record your personal notes throughout the process of completing your role. 
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SELF & PEER EVALUATION
	Section 1: Chapter 1 - 42
	Myself
	Peer 1:
	Peer 2:
	Peer 3:
	Peer 4:
	Peer 5:
	Peer 6:

	Criteria
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Completion of Tasks
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Contribution to Discussion
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Punctuality
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Responsibility
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Organization
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Respect for Others
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Overall Collaboration
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Section 2: Chapter 43 - 78
	Myself
	Peer 1:
	Peer 2:
	Peer 3:
	Peer 4:
	Peer 5:
	Peer 6:

	Criteria
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Completion of Tasks
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Contribution to Discussion
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Punctuality
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Responsibility
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Organization
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Respect for Others
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Overall Collaboration
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Section 3: Chapter 78-100
	Myself
	Peer 1:
	Peer 2:
	Peer 3:
	Peer 4:
	Peer 5:
	Peer 6:

	Criteria
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 
	 

	Completion of Tasks
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Contribution to Discussion
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Punctuality
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Responsibility
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Organization
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Respect for Others
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 

	Overall Collaboration
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 
	1  2  3  4  5 


Life of Pi 

LITERATURE CIRCLES

Assessment Rubric

	Criteria
	Level 1 (50%-59%)
	Level 2 (60%-69%/)
	Level 3 (70%-79%)
	Level 4 (80%-100%)

	KNOWLEDGE & UNDERSTANDING

-I have displayed knowledge and understanding of the theme and the text
	My knowledge and understanding of the theme and the text is limited. It is lacking in many areas.
	My knowledge and understanding of the theme and the text lack in a few areas.
	My knowledge and understanding of the theme and the text is sufficient. It represents what we learned from class and the novel. 
	My knowledge and understanding of the theme and the text is considerable. It exceeds what we learned from class and the novel.


	THINKING & INQUIRY

- I have created a relevant and intriguing discussion question

-I have reflected on my role, identified challenges and offered valuable advice for others completing the role
-I have accurately and honestly evaluated my peers 
	My question is irrelevant and simple. As a result, generates little to no discussion.
My reflection offers limited to no insight on the process of completing my role.

I did not complete the self & peer evaluation
	My question is somewhat relevant and generates some discussion. 

My reflection offers some insight on the process of completing my role.

I did not complete all of the self & peer evaluation.
	My question is relevant and generates valuable discussion. 

My reflection offers valuable insight on the process of completing my role.

I completed all of the self & peer evaluation
	My question is relevant and generates valuable and intriguing discussion. 

My reflection offers considerable insight on the process of completing my role.



	APPLICATION

- I have made a clear and stimulating connection of the literary theme to the novel.
	My connection of the theme to the novel is limited. 

A stronger connection is needed. 

	My connection of the theme to the novel is somewhat sufficient, but the connection is weak in some areas. 

	My connection of the theme to the novel is sufficient. 

It illustrates the connection between theme and the novel accurately and intelligently.  

	My connection of the theme to the novel is considerable. 
It illustrates the connection between the theme and novel accurately and intelligently. It also provides intriguing commentary about the connection.  


	COMMUNICATION

- my use of English conventions is error-free

-I have communicated my ideas clearly and meaningfully via my role’s task and my writing

	My writing contains several grammar and spelling errors. These errors interfere with the message that I am communicating.
	My writing contains some grammar and spelling errors. Overall, my message is understood, but my writing contains conventional errors.

	My writing contains no grammar or spelling errors. The meaning of my writing is communicated clearly.
	My writing contains no grammar or spelling errors. My vocabulary and writing communicates my message considerably. 



Instruction for the “Screencasting” of your role:

1) Your video must be less than 4 minutes long. 

2) You must have a visual component on the screen while speaking, be it:

a. The components of the novel you are talking about

b. The questions you are asking or points you are brining to the attention of the reader

c. Pictures, images, ideas or thought bubbles you have

3) You are not permitted to read off of the screen. You are only permitted to suggest to the listener to read your question on the screen, but you are not permitted to read off of the screen! This is a terrible use of Powerpoint, we can all read. 
4) You are not permitted to put any more than 4 lines of text on any PowerPoint slide (UNLESS it’s a direct quote). 
5) If you use questions or inspiration from Spark Notes or a summarizer, you must reference it IN YOUR DISCUSSION, even if you were inspired by Spark Notes, or risk failing the entire assignment. 

6) Get the videos into Mr. Sultan ONE DAY before the due date by 12pm (lunchtime). 

7) Mr. Sultan will send you all a link the afternoon of to watch the videos, and then are expected to come to school the following day and have a solid conversation with your group members either answering questions, asking further questions, or discussing/ arguing points you do or don’t agree with. 
