
LITERARY ESSAY: Life of Pi

Weight 2
Details:
· Your essay should be approximately 1400 words (5-6 pages double spaced)

· Your essay must adhere to the guidelines set out in the CPU MLA Style Guide, including citations, format, title, etc.

· Your essay must rely on direct and paraphrased material from the novel (on average, two quotations per paragraph) 

· Use three secondary sources that are reliable and scholarly (see source info below)

· Secondary Sources can focus on critical lens research (Psychoanalytical, Archetypal, Survival) or other related subjects (philosophy, religion, anthropology, socially etc…)

· While you can elaborate on material covered in class, do not just convert your class notes into an essay! 

You will hand in:
· An electronic copy of your essay to Turnitin

· A hard copy of your paper at the start of class (INCLUDING ROUGH COPY!)

· A hard copy of the rubric

Possible Essay Topics 
Pi’s Coping Mechanism for mental survival (Psychoanalytical lens)

Belief vs. Reason (What would Pi say saved him most?)
The significance of the color orange (Archetypal)
Morality vs. Survival (How and when does survival trump morality?)
Archetypal characters, symbols, situations in the novel (Archetypal Lens)

The importance of Magical Realism (how and why does Martel blend reality with elements of magic/the unrealistic?)
Family dynamics and Freudian theory (how does Pi’s family life shape him?)
Conflicts – Man vs. Nature, Himself, Society

Stages of Victimhood (Research Margaret Atwood’s stages of Victimhood)
Reality vs. Storytelling
Companionship and Belonging 
The frailty of human existence and the will to survive (Survival)
Human vs. Animals – are we the same?
The significance of the numbers in the novel: 3.14, 227 days, etc…
The law of attraction, the power of belief and the possibility of miracles

OR

Choose an interesting quotation from the novel and expand on it 

Examples:
1) “If we, citizens, do not support our artists, then we sacrifice our imagination on the altar of crude reality and we end up believing in nothing and having worthless dreams” p. xi

2) “’I have a story that will make you believe in God.’” P. ix

3) “It is simple and brutal: a person can get used to anything, even to killing” (end of Chapter 61)
4) “Life will defend itself no matter how small it is” (Chapter 8)

5) “How true it is that necessity is the mother of invention, how very true.” (Chapter 50, last line)

6) “I must say a word about fear. It is life’s only true opponent.  Only fear can defeat life.” (Chapter 56, first line)
Sources Info:

You need three secondary sources, but they must be reliable and scholarly. Therefore:

· USE THE LIBRARY RESOURCES – E-BRARY, JSTOR OR PRINT!

· NO: Wikipedia, Coles Notes, Spark Notes, 123helpme, ask.com, yahoo answers, or anything similar- NO website with the word “essay,” “paper,” or “cheat” in its title

· NO websites that summarize Life of Pi 

· If it appears that you relied on these sources as a replacement for your own original thought and ideas, you will have to redo your paper. 

(Any of these “NO” sources in your paper may be disregarded as if you had no source used.)

DUE DATES:

Topic selection, brainstorm and draft thesis: 

________________________
Supporting Evidence from 3 secondary sources:
________________________
Draft essay with evidence uploaded onto Turn-it-in:
________________________
Final Essay with Rubric:




________________________





